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Instructional materials (e.g., resources, etc.) and tasks are appropriately

challenging and supportive for 2ll students, are aligned with the learning target
and content area standards, and are culturally and academically relevant.
The lesson materials and tasks are related to a larger unit and to the sequence

and devefopment of conceptual understanding over time.

The teacher makes decisions and utilizes instructional approaches in ways that
intentionaily support his/her instructional purposes.

instruction reflects and is consistent with pedagogical content knowledge and
is culturally responsive, in order to engage students in disciplinary habits of

The teacher uses different instructional strategies, based on planned and/or
in-the-moment decisions, to address individual learning needs.

The teacher provides scaffolds for the learning task that support the
development of the targeted concepts and skills and gradually releases
Emﬁo:mmu._:? _mm&:m to student En_mvm:n_m:nm.

How does the learning in the classroom reflect authentic ways of reading, writing, thinking and
reasoning in the discipline under study? {e.g., How does the work reflect what mathematicians
do and how they think?)

How does the content of the lesson (e.g., text or task) influence the intellectual demand (e.g. the
thinking and reasoning required)? How does it align to grade-level standards?

How does the teacher scaffold the learning to provide all students with access to the intellectual
work and to participation in meaning-making?

* What does the instruction reveal about the teacher’s understanding of how students learn, of
disciplinary habits of thinking, and of content knowledge?

How is students’ learning of content and transferable skills supported through the teacher’s
intentional use of instructional strategies and materials?

How does the teacher differentiate instruction for students with different learning needs—
academic background, life experiences, culture and language?
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